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PUBLISHER'S NOTE 


“Mass-Observation can be described as a project designed to involve the mass of 
“ordinary people” in a sociological research process - an “anthropology at home” - as a way 
of harnessing and explicating “public opinion” as well as, relatedly, helping close the gap 
between the decision-making of political leaders and the convictions and wishes of 
ordinary people. Its history is entwined in complex and fascinating ways with the history of 
the disciplines of anthropology, economics and particularly with sociology”. 
Liz Stanley, Professor of Sociology , Manchester University 
writing in The Archaeology of a 1930’s Mass-Observation Project 


The Mass-Observation Archive is an indispensable source for all those interested in the 
sociological history of the people of Britain from 1937, at the inception of the project, to the 
end of World War Il and beyond. Researchers are able to discover the views and feelings 
of ordinary people, through descriptive accounts of their experience and transcribed 
interviews, on a fascinating range of contemporary subjects such as leisure and 
entertainment, housing, the police, public health, trade unions, politics, strikes, family 
planning and schools. 


Mass-Observation was the result of three researchers engaged in social investigation who 
came together by coincidence. Charles Madge, poet and journalist, and Humphrey 
Jennings, a documentary film maker, envisaged a London-based project in which a 
national panel of volunteers would reply to regular questionnaires on a variety of subjects. 
Tom Harrisson, an anthropologist who had worked in the New Hebrides, had ideas for an 
anthropological survey of the British. The two projects were combined to form the 
Mass-Observation project, the aim of which was to create an “anthropology of ourselves”. 
Although the recordings of the investigators were sometimes subjective, the observations 
revealed a level of public feeling which went beyond the direct expression of an opinion. 


Harrisson’s team of investigators produced a documentary account of everyday life in 
Britain by observing, talking to and recording the observations of people from all levels of 
society: meetings, religious occasions, sporting and leisure activities, in the street and at 
work. One of the first investigations they undertook was a study of Bolton and Blackpool 
covering the years 1937-1940 which became known as The Worktown Study. The papers 
relating to this form Parts 2 and 3 of this project. At the same time, in London, Madge and 
Jennings recruited volunteers from the general public to form a national panel. They were 
asked to keep didties and write personal reports on various topics. They also assisted 
Mass-Observation with the completion of questionnaires. At the outbreak of war all 
activities were centralised in London. Jennings and Madge both left to pursue other 
activities and Tom Harrisson took over direction of the work. Income was derived from 
war work for the Ministry of Information, work for individual companies relating to shopping 
trends and from a series of publications. Mass-Observation also played a major role in 
sounding out public opinion regarding the post war world and the need for social reform. 


As well as surveys on the Beveridge Report, there were numerous studies on issues such 
as Reconstruction, Health, Education, Demobilisation, Fuel, Food and Housing. Tom 
Harrisson also joined the army in 1942 and was parachuted into Borneo as a member of 
the covert Special Operations Executive (SOE). Until his return in 1946, another full time 
Observer, Bob Willcock, took over control. After the war Mass-Observation continued to 
function as a hybrid between a government social survey unit and a market research 
analyst. In 1947 Willcock left to work directly for the government in this area and Tom 
Harrisson accepted a post as Government Ethnologist for Sarawak. In 1949 Harrisson 
passed his rights over to Mass-Observation (UK) Ltd, an independent market research 
organisation, that continues today. In exchange he retained all rights to the pre-1949 
material which was deposited at the University of Sussex in 1970 and deeded to them in 
1975. During his return to Britain in 1959 Tom Harrisson presided over a second visit to 
Bolton and Blackpool and papers relating to this are also in the archive. In 1975 he started 
a further project on attitudes towards royalty. Sadly the untimely death of Tom Harrisson 
and his wife in a motor accident in Bangkok halted this, but the work was completed by 
Philip Ziegler. A further phase of Mass-Observation activity was started by Dorothy 
Sheridan with Mass-Observation in the 1980s and has continued through the 1990s and 
into the new millennium with the assistance of a new panel of volunteers. 


The Mass-Observation Archive was officially opened at the University of Sussex in 1975 
and offers access to all of this material. The papers of the Mass-Observation can be 
divided into six groups: The Worktown Collection, 1937-1940; the Topic Collections, 
1937-1960; the File Reports, 1937-1972; the Day Surveys, 1937-1938; the Diaries, 
1939-1965; the Directive Replies, 1939-1955. There is also a complete file of the 
publications of Mass-Observation from 1937 to date. 


The first part of the microfilm publication acts as an introduction to the archive consisting of 
the twenty-five books published by Mass-Observation during its initial period of activity 
from 1937 to 1950. Few libraries possess these volumes and most are out of print. They 
are used heavily by researchers at the archive as they offer carefully worked analysis of 
the main projects undertaken by Mass-Observation. Titles include: Mass-Observation 
(1937) - a general introduction by Charles Madge and Tom Harrisson; a book on World 
War Il - War Begins at Home, (1940); reports on Clothes Rationing (1941) and People’s 
Homes (1942); individual surveys such as An Exmoor Village (1947) and Browns of 
Chester (a shop survey, 1947); reports on social issues such as Britain and her Birthrate 
(1945) and Juvenile Delinquency (1948). We also include copies of Weekly Intelligence 
Service issued between February and May 1940, and two volumes that appeared between 
the formation of Mass-Observation (UK) Ltd in 1949 and the establishment of the Archive 
at the University of Sussex in 1970. These have also been long out of print. They are 


Britain Revisited, (1961) by Tom Harrisson and Long to Reign Over Us, (1966) by William 
Kimber. 


These volumes are essential reading for anyone interested in the Mass-Observation 
project and their wide-ranging sociological investigations of British life from 1937 to 1966. 
They will be welcomed by anthropologists, social scientists and cultural historians. 


William Pidduck 
August 2000 


TECHNICAL NOTE 


Our microform publications are prepared and produced in accordance with recommended 
and established guide-lines for the production of microform of superior quality. These 
conform to the recommendations of the standard guides to good microforming and 
micropublishing practice. 


Attention should be drawn to the nature of the original material. These records feature 
many common problems such as showthrough, curvature, staining and variable inking. 
There are some crumpled and torn pages. News clippings and photographs cause 
different problems for filmers due to their size and tonal range. Every effort has been made 
to minimise these difficulties and some openings are microfilmed more than once in an 
attempt to bring out all the features of the original. Nevertheless these original 
characteristics present difficulties of image and contrast which stringent tests and 
variations of density cannot entirely overcome. 


The most responsible care has been exercised in the filming of this unique collection and 
every effort has been made to ensure that this microform publication meets the standards 
established by the Association for Information and Image Management (AIIM) and the 


American National Standards Institute (ANSI). 
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| Vike Blackpool inthe | 
summer lime. Nn §summ ef | 
Think Hack poe! baa very Dusy 
Town. ome times | et a” 


ea gull ; | ike Ir go lo the 
Pleasure Pras 7 


Aae Syear = e 
ae mere 
Whar | think — of Blackpo O| 
IN. SUMmMer 
| nF IKE Blackpoo VE —t 
mush___.1n._. Summer.__I! is. _ ver 
y sumny and warm _In__ suMMer 
u Ke 10 JO + NINO In J 
Summer, IF is a warm place 
tor tiling in. summer | __ like 3 
fo qo fo the Pleasure Beach 
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Blackpoo! In SUM mer. 


VVene [ QO On lhe 


Sands \n SUMmMMmev They are | 
Q lol of peopl baThing 
a ee The ,cf.. 


br Phe Morning SOmec 
et Thi peop) feed he 
me gulls. 
Same Men O40 Fishing On | 
ns |. Fre norlbh Pier fishing _neks 


O Then peop! O° lo Sl anléy 
Pawk and 90 on The boak 
dnd 90 round [he lake . = 
Prrerek AN a pecpl qo to Pab los 


for S Um €. ice: (Fr ehAm.. ee 


) in SUM) Mery, 
| tA SuUMMmMer al Blackpoo| i 
ae Nice. I} 15 SUNNY oS w ell 
| lhe deck chairs earn ‘oe 
Ce ; lol ot M One y, Ihe boals 
ae earn “oa tot “ls. iy toe 
1S. Thinks if 1s a: busy town. 
In the “stwimer “tie gee 
is cua colm. The  <sfagee 
a have a bus y Fime in _ Fhe 
| Stamouier (nm Fine Dr 0 menade 
€ there are man y C30 %. 
lo: Summer ne fone 
Pe: Mea een have a niee 
holiday. They G0 ro 
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a 1 | QO On Fhe. Sands if) 
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be 20 P ne S caqul Is, Lb oS. pee 
| Qe t on “ ; he p | COE LS. Beac. 
_ Jomelhmes L So sil On aA doch 
| chai @ ;- ike fo QO ere bathum 


Age 5 years. 


What! think of Fleckpool 1p 


Summer 


bl ackpool IS very nice Ih  SUnmer 
i ge on the Sands Sometimes. 
b a0 ee pad wilh oy 3 
Friends, Some lifes | go tothe 
Pleasure Beach I go__on_!he 
OCC pl S68 aS, a the f OK. 
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: Vat 7 This en : 
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Al n ummer. 2S 
aa la ehpoo! aia, Shaina 3 
IF IS st busy, for the visters — 
Kher ee and enjoy there selts Or 
Ine _sands. 
C. boak men lo are bus f 
scratching their old paint oO t the 
oal reddy lo paint Some new _ 
on 4k for he [rips on the waler 
L blew Pleasure Beach _lo_ his 
Opening ike stalls and Games 
and round - a dls lo, BO 1S 
buna-tark and Hills, VWbol worths, 
and PeIrs. eh 
le you go [o Jlanley Rark 1b 
is far “more dif Terenk there 
are Swings for the Children, 
there is @ lake in which yOu. 


can boat on, surepris ing 


lo JO lo the foSe gardens and 
earddrome and ho ing : on. 


sothak is al! I can te 


| Jou 
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What | Thi nk OF Blackpool 
ged. & In Summer” a 


Lr “Blaehpoo! af Summer 
1 iS very nice Khere 
1s el sweel smell ofa 
Fewer Ofi.a Khe hees 
of oummer are buzing 
hear tare. bKhere, 
Now f you 90. foe 
stanley _Parh sweet smell 
foo “and: tre“ hires See 
there besk fo please 
LAS. | 
Meny people Go -a@ 
the SaANAaAS ko  +-ake  Vhere 
Children. 
44 uM mer meny 
we 
there Are fOses “ang an | 


lols of tlow ers. 

Alt the slalls begin 

Open In which hhey 

O qoo aA rrade Kher € 
lok of Amusement 
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ror YOUN euae. alA. 


me 
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Are 
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cae do nol’ ort! (A Creen 


& What si Think ot 

Blae kpoo] In Cumane rs | : 
AF Blackpool mn Summer 

The slreels are very busy 
Visiters Come From call ! 
lowns and ladge |p 
Summer shop matlrer’s, 
Ma He silk bro cks fo r- 
rhe children Fo LY COr. 
A\so rhe work _men are 


busy ay work. keople by = 
TIC Vs elo Fhe S lo wear in. 
Summer Evry bo hy Is happ 
and Gay and lookine 

joy Fall. Some Feople Qa- 
on the sands ana have _ 
Or Qood Heme | Children ] 


Play nice. games and — 


inor show r Ch ildr Cf weg 


Roe }h, be oeks ard silk 
bennek. The shops are busy | 
selling Hh nds Fhak people 
ask bor. 
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eee 


a Biackpool Ln summer. 
One 5 See Lin 

SG. he ee pe ee \ wenl * EE 
vee on lh rn the t | elds. 
The 5 4 AW28 W As shining 
brighl Thal The 
biald WAS shining 

lo vely, ae bic as 

ae © oe sweetly al eo 
a busyly lo, nace 
The long Grass WAS 


blow s'ng le mM y fe ef. 

Wea they eae eee Ww cas 
Singing To. He wild 
Been one and Flowers 

Were da lame | cing rmiverry, 
Birds went rofiand 
Ein GE < e ae oe Wee OP ye eee So: ce A 


ee ie Oo tu nad 5s Ome f a om: 


and pul aves Mmear Ida 
ic. wed, When Fhe 


bird-s came is ot 2 


a slenished 


Aged G. 'W hal | Think 

In oOummer, 

| [n Blackpool inthe SUMMEer time 

eae very nice the birds Sing 
merrly becuQoe iT is near hei e 

| Ne shy ag bi paa. The Hawa rs Are 

very nicelo I SOme rimes GO me 

rhe sands and if js very nice. 
lhe Shop cre cheaper Phan in winke 
We pul Our silk trocks Gn tir 


ot Black pool) 


A summer beritnss ig aie 
Ihe birds have cweel VOitesS ON | 
the trees fei ts grow and the birds 

al | Some rimés Come andect Them. 

Th Pi fad ¢ daferdils wall frowercs and 

| a || caarts of Trowers. aoe 
The cows eq! a || rhe long Gras 
| Fhe farmers have to cult the becue 
snakes get in and eats all foo 
ee ers THE grass Whenever gg — 


| onake Comes 10 he C On See if, 


J k thing rhe Shops Are V er y Nnice| 
rn deed. We ho \, Ait 6s FS holidays mn 
the Summer. Black pool is very Nice 


indeed. 
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Summer.’ de 


In the SUMMer Pesan nauplii 

come for Fhere SUMMer h olide f 
They go on fhe sands, or dow 
Fhe park. While They Ore Aow 
on the sands or alk Khe park L 
hope they enjoy a 
Phey are Aown On rhe Sand 
They like lo geF sun lurnk 
When Fhey Are sun burnk — 
They begin fe pearl. | hey 
like Fo Fake SOme Things home 
OT a rer 
tn an airroplane. and see o 
how big The sun sys. Some of _ 
Fhem have been on fhe 

pier or on a skeamer. The 
birds Sing qayly.. | he Y Are — 

busy building [hier nests, — 


When They eke home Hhey lelliC 
There frieds abeat if. 


[t, 


MOged . Whak x _ Think OF Blachpoo 


nw) Ummer, 
An Summer i ig low y for lhe 
flowers come Cul and they 
Jook  \ovely tn Blackpool | @ 3 uUmmer 
bi e mights Grow Shorter and 
lhe day grow longep . 
e birds are Singing all day 


long, Gng at that time he 

| Squils Cat their nuts. he 
SUN comes Oul- anel Lf se Vet» 
WaQarm. oi }- | S lhak warm hah 
Vhe Worms Eome Gur of bie 


SoQql Q nc Walk @n Khe p arh, 


Cin c/ rhe IK seak Fly round Khe 
Flowers bulk Ihe y GQre nearl y 
al wa Ys caqayQhhk beeause Khe 


bi rads come A weal - catch hem 
because they Gre Ko Bie 


and Came af them ecks sako | 


Our heir. 
le QAP e Very happy 1h Summer 
-o hear Khe birels BSiNngIihg And 
Chaklen hg b uk bheyarg! Vay Ss 
Flying Qvyer QUr houses And 
Singing Very happy. 

LAs flowers Mire... 5.6 happy 
Qncl YJav, far they are Ao Ww 
alusays Saying §#n SUmMmer, ot cqym 
no longer GCing Io be in 
My aver Ccoak any more, Ang So 
Khe y Come Our @Ff Kher green 
peltels. 


| mM Usk Say -hak SuUMmer Is 


a Very Nappy by me anvcl [- 
| 1S $2 Gay. 
lo ve I-he F#leuwers For they 


bring Aelight Qj ne Ihe Sy] Are 
SO loyely, and aswell T Might 


oe aN kh ak )-he V Ar e. lo in| V <1 
Home in & varse. 


‘What é 3 Think Ot Bcc 
enfged.- Ss al n Summer.” 
| pe 1 Summer at Black peo) 
4b es very nice @nd warms 
Ay Blackpool in SuMmMmer the 
birds dy e€ gelling there nests 
ready Gor Khere I} Fy)le  chilaren 


ly Summ €yrYr the Yrees ger qa 
: Lttle bu&B on. The Flowers ger 

blooms A AAW « 

| think that when it gers 

Ae ie eas Oc ES very 


nice tov the people Vy hat 
aye yooly and have gok Lb aof 
colds ro gel better. 


us summer al Blackpool 1.) 9S ver 


VY wqGprm, 
Lon rhe p4rk al summer jf is 


al yY\ FuuUAmMme rv neav ly all Ihe 


* 
visifoOrs come ae Blackpoo). 


din Summer Fhe COwc ana shee p 
go INtro the Fielas- 


if) 
Clo ets Zhat x Think OF Blach Pool a 


ban s Ummer” 


Th starmmmer iF js Very nice and — 
warm and people lakes walks. 
The roads in sussmer lack alst 
Nicer becuase all Fhe trees and 
blos son comes. J hy sss eee 
birols buitol Frheir west yre hy Fo 
Fheir babies coming. A Blac 
pool j. Stummer Fl. chilcdrege 
play and pas lors oF Fun. TE Hn 
Fhink in summer when JF 195 
Mery Mok wl ic wice fa, Fin 
prople howe Have bad Calds for. 
[hey Rasa mek fem Fie on. AF Summer 
_all Fhe visiltors came. Samebtime 
They G0. to... hs songs anol rhe 
park. ss EE as an We ee Fhe Flower 


i\COme ano buds come2« on Be 


ad Yreesy r he rt) Fhe leaves CO svi 


Ar xh ae od ls o-+ sur mer all the Ye 


Trim’ ofows Fos if 16  auPrises,. 


hel Oged. &. What J think Of  Biackpool Tn | 


xz 
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_Dummer. E 
ity summer _ ak flack Pool YT rhink_ 
thal every Fhing looks — much nicer 
than winker. The roads in summer 
| look aolok nicer because a\\ rhe 
Trees  \lhave bless@m pn __rhe_ bran: 
ches. Dome — children wear — rhin Frocks 
when sk gers very indeed Not. 
Le think hat when iF gets Nok — 


Vlackpeol iF gels ver: 


| 1¥) summer af 
hor. LF you go fo rhe sea you — 
will tind if much better fn summer 
For AS rhe Sea is there lots of 
wifids rush past your Tace. Jt is so 
hot somtimes thot J} rhink T woulg 
. go me, bhe Sea every aay . 

TE think. Fhat in the afternoon in suminep 
_thats eS | Me es ol 


J l\like the night in summer pes 


because if Keeps — Itght rill. about ent G 


0,clock. and ths much cooler. as well. In | 


summer all kinds of flowers 
pansys» I\ilys and daisys As well 
ave lofS wore Come Out 


alok yy(ceV than rhese. 


ome oul 
as Yhose 


which 
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‘What a Think “OF Blackpool! 


In Summer” 

Well in summer I think Blackpool 
are in _ blgom, all lhe eees 
birds come and_ sing. little childeer 


lovel V/ Games Some play skiping 
| and SOME play ball. 


Time any 9) eFPS OM BU d wis 1, for. 


Because every body 


VA, 


is @ very nice, all the flowers 
hove therr leavs on and all lhe | 


come oul and paly  all-sorls of 


If people have apple Ireesgr owing 
mn lheir garden They willl have 

levely gpples of them. For summer 
in Blackpool! its the moslI_ beaulifu 


loves lhe 
season of summe, . Children Ore 


gay, people go away on lheir 
holidays because Chey Are Ss O gay 


ancl happy in B lackp ool. 


Aged gs, “What I Think a 88 B | ackpa 
Ln Sumey. - | 
In bla ckpool when — Khe 


sO # summer Fime 1s cary _ 
you m ary Hhink thar: 
1S very Nies Lo see 


the bierds Si NG ing and. 
Fhe spirals and he dgogs 
and p| ently of other 


rhings ore Aawayk, 

ahd rhe bierals Ore 4 
Finding frends to Find, 
QO Spal where . Fo make 
ther yyesly anc find 
pleant y of foad Fo eak 
Land Then the ._ brerd 
soon gels A Tamily 

an 1s nest bub  Fher 
nesk 3somelimes ~ _415 | 


a coe roall Free anda 


' 
: 
; 
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sometimes ua a smalll ¢ 


Free. Bul rhe best of 
al 1S rhat the s50neF 
sShinds byt ghFly On Fhee 
aerth 50 Fhak if. you 
Loke ar rhe sea as 1S 
das) ING whith rhe SUNY 
and rhe AN YyOs ments Ore 
al| | opend anid ‘he peple 
Ore rh ying Fhe mashins 
wilh O penny ore A ha\f - 
penniey and OFS winni ng 
plenly of monny inet Yo 
D y O pGoyr of  shoos , 
and the houses ore Yaking 
holidy Makers ro SFay ther 
for a month OVE Too weeks, 
and Khe a ae 
very Nise in black pool 


when the son Shir Se 


f 1A 


ll ged, x What i | hink OP Black pool 


Summer 
rz | | RB lackpeo! ts | very merry 3n 
Ummer, for Khe sun is 


of ten shinning. 


| s LAmMer 1S very hot to ; and 
We go in Khe cuonty i. for 
In the counlry lis = coh, 


I like he on ummer for | 
evry hing is cheerful. 


= In Satie the_ days 

} are longer, and it is ESA 
Yo Coo. l ‘\ about a 

| delock . af ‘a Sumer, 9 Lamm er 

j on the brees there are 
leases 

59 P Summer 1S, very mice 
and L youl cl’ek COmne 

| | ae F ik Was longer. 


Sum mer 1S nok like. | 


_any 
¥ 
Lo 


iS 


pa 
it 
In 
fol} 
donob 


other scosen. Oummer |¢ 

when vy e& moeA No Fire | 
keep us warm, for __ ik 
thes. O Pino tk self. 

doak _ like ‘inter, but 

, like Summer or 
1S Nice, — merry and cheer 
Sumer f ‘cust not 

you cin body thak 

like Dummer. 


ged & “Wh at 


Surmmmer.” 
Suromer If ts very hot. __ 


dnd 


bower. 


| girls 


wvisthters 


nise flewers. And Iots of 


men 
scpeme. 


and 


4 
I Think Of Blackpool) 


seek people Qo.” SvvIMmin.. 
people ge.ing 1 the 
Ard alet of boys and _ 
playing | on the Sarns, And. ; 
come and wsiF people-_ 


go on promenade. And 
come round with a cark 
litt l< beys ahd by mce-sce 
and wyhen the tide coms 
people Go of the. sands. 
the sea goes pute And 
in the feells. 


) en 


f ae Wh at = Tie, Blakgc 


__ summer.” 
it. summer iP z very eb 
and we. go __ picking — Black bury 
and Fhe tarmer IS very 
| busy working and he 
pu ls his COVYs and _ sheep 
our mn the _ tieds. One 
very hot morning He 
—_ farmer had Ws ~~ hens and 
chickens _ oul Lh the fields 
and ; ee a loFe ot seegul] 
came. fying down — ard 
ele tap all the food and _ 
the tarmer 
laind... Ne. pepe Lk 
Or th SUmmmen eo he 
birds are tis ii: and fF = 
Thrushes vois is the swe 


sot es 


and niecesebt ios oF a 4 


| he Robins VIOS wishes 


like O man and aoe 
vey  sweel, 


Aged 8 Wwhal | Think im. 
Blackpool in Sratnrier 


| | leks summer very much 
abesita te if I very busf 


S | 
Ln sumwmer rhe | ae La 


_—_—_ 


twice mess. dos Summer [ 
Come ro Blackpool Or _rny- 
holidays. One 


do 
wenl In Ie fhe fields ro pe , 


fits vv ers, } piched some 
Common leaves then Wle pt Ne 
TOSES5 and other. ee of 
fiers, Vihenw | aoe 
the country | saw birds 8 
nests dnd ] a ie | ager ie 
ee ee ee ea 

Tarm so [ fo my pl y mates. 
a ee a 2 oe to 


the | ee yard the had [~ 


feed hens Und the chic ken, Cc 


1. lhe SUM IMMNebr very- much. 


Giged o|'Wot t Think OF ‘BlKpaol Tn’ Summer” 


n Summer jrisnice the {lowers Come up 
_The res Wake uP The. birds begine lo Sing. 
The bees come Oul he. b uller ily. caame 
oul. The hinds ree. tsic eee ihe. dashes 
besine. lo Swim, and Cry Thing 1S Gay and 
ho pp y Ihe  childen too. Lin Ihe Parl< gfass 15 
Green Gnd trees, . black poo! ls Wery nice in 
Signer, Fine: oll. Lhe: Cometens Go In lhe fale: 
Pha heeps Go in foo. We Puf Our hin 
frocks On . Gnd Fis Sroekunys. Ch [Go. 

| Children qo piskting Flowes. Children 9 OC 
pice Nic eing, hat would be —Wely Nece.. 

lhe Phivsihie ike: /e Seek Fone are lors 
of }| ower. z Some /imes G2 On lhe 
Sands, in The See. Perales goin baie. 


hhar 1S all Lg Can Tell you. 
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ee ee 


ts 


Kae years Ly 
ai J Think of B 1a pod} 


LY) Summer 
ton Summer VLS | Pars 
Come lo. Blak pool, 


LB lac IK pool \s 6 | to > rel C 
Ln Ji ewe Phere 
are _donlreys. On the sands, 
In S{ Wyrne l here Be Athy 
traffic, JOme  ViFsifers go fo 
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JOYOUS 1,500 LAST NIGH 


Children in Fancy © 


Dress ~~ , 
fr? 


A Never-Never Land of 
Their Own 


ORE than 1,500 Blackpool 
children spent five glorious 
hours in a wonderful land of 


make-belief last night. 

It was the children’s party and fancy 
dress ball, held by the Blackpool Cham- 
ber of Trade at the Winter Gardens, a 
grand revel of kiddies dressed in every 
imaginable type of costume. 


There were kings of olden days, Indians 
and cowboys, soldiers and admirals, 
darkies, Chinamen and Japanese, Dutch 
boys and girls, and even a realistic 
Dictator of China. 

It was generally agreed by the officials 
that the costumes, for ingenuity and 
general prettiness, were better than they 
had been for some years. 


HE CAUGHT A PRIZE ! 


Little three-years-old Alan Fletcher, 
of Sherbourne-road, caused something of 
a sensation. 

Dressed in a costume of shiny, silvery 
‘sequins,,.with transparent fins . attached 
} to it, he lay on the ying tig Empress 
| Ballroom, gently moving thd fin 
clever. 
{to be, a silver hake. 


Officials and. others constantly halted 
admiringly in front of the tiny tot, and 
no one was surprised to find him among 
the winners. 

Two ‘mg tiny kiddies were dressed 
richly as a King and Queen, and their 
trains were carried by a retinue. The 
K was Billy Hunter, aged four, son 
of the manager of the Huntsman Hotel, 
land = the ueen was three-years-old 
pravers. Dowling, of Conway-avenue. 

1. Both of them won prizes, Billy a fort 
which was nearly as dot as himself, and 
Barbara. a beautiful do lL 


’ 


| 


fims in aJ- 
of what Hie jwas supposed 


An ice-cream _ seller, complete with 
barrow, was among the other clever 
costumes; a tiny Tommy Farr was there 
with his boxing gloves on, and another | 
winner was a one-man band, a boy with | 
a huge drum on his back and all sorts of 
instruments slung around him. 

The prizes were presented by the 
Mayoress of Blackpool, Coun. Mabel 
Quayle. 

The president of the Chamber of 
Trade, Mr. C. M. Walker, was wees ) 


and the event was organised by ene 
W. Grindrod, and” the 


secretary, Mr. 


committee. 

The directors of ceremonies were 
Messrs. R. G. Bateson, C. P. Dewhirst, 
and G. Greenwood, and Mesdames Dew- 
hirst, and Horsfall, and Miss I. Bateson. | 

The adjudicators, who had a difficult | 
task to choose among the costumes, were 
Mesdames E. Saxon, R. W. Marshall, O. | 
G. Dyer, and E. Morse, Misses M, Fox, N. | 
Dunn, A. Ogden, W. Peacop, E. Robin- | 
son, ‘ V. Thornton, R. Thornton, and 
W. Whiteside. 

Music was by Will Hurst and his 
Merry-makers, and a feature was a 
cabaret show by pupils of the May 
Nicholson School of Dancing. 

Every child had supper and a box of 


chocolates, 
THE AWARDS 


The fancy dress winners were: 

Girls (under 5),—1 Barbara Dowling (Queen). 
2, Pauline Parker (maid of Lea); 3. Norma 
Sharples (coal black mammy); 4. Irene’ Pilking- 
ton (little old lady). 

Girls. (5, 6, %7).—1, Barbara Tootle (little 
oMA.. lady) Je Heyworth (cigarettes); 3, 

ihe whilts (Twinkle, . little star); 4, 
abies: Howarth (Russian lady). 

Girls (8 -and 9).—1, ‘Kathleen “Marshall 
ag = histopheles}:; 2, Josephine eo (Peace); 

rothy Parsons (knitting ee 2 , Stephanie 
Woodheuce (Anti-Litter League). 

Girls (10—16): 1 Ethel Hart (Hawaiian); 2 
Ethel Brown (Coronation) : 3 Doreen Foster 
(Dusky Maid); 4 Edna White (In Nelson's 

(King) 


ys (under 5): 1 Billy Hunter g): 2 
Alan Pletcher (Silver Hake; 3 Ian Slinger 
(Indian). 
Boys (5; 6 and 7): 1 Jimmy Moon (Arch- 
bishop); 2 Kenneth Morrison (Admiral): 3 
Edward Hardman (Ice Cream Cart); 4 Alan 
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Co-op. Ball at the 
Tower 


Children’s Night of 
Gaiety 


d The incredible happened at 
a Blackpool gathering last 
night. 


WWE event was a ball at the 
| Tower. The gaily-decorated 
ballroom was crowded. Members 
of the fair sex, dressed in all the 
colours of the rainbow, danced by 
the thousand with their proud 
partners until the huge expanse 
of. floor was just a mosaic of 


whirling colour. 
ere was nothing strange 


that, really. 

The incredible feature of the ball 
was that amongst the host of 
feminines present there was not a 
vestige of lipstick or synthetic com- 
plexion. 


Thére were complexions—glorious, in- 
comparable schoolgirl complexions—that 


about 


Tower buildings into a place of dreams 
come true. PR 

It was their night, and they knew it. 

They taxed the capacity of every part 
of the place. They swarmed up the 
stairs and down the stairs, along the 
corridors and the balconies. Every om 
of the 5,000 seemed to be ge 
shouting at top voice. They h 
shout to make themselves heard. 

They thronged the aquarium and t 
menagerie. For once the lions, tige 
bears and leopards felt thankful the 
wére safe behind iron bars! 


LUCKY BEAR 


The big bear, having got over 
resentment at having been given che 
ing gum which stuck in his teeth, fou 
that it was a profitable gastronom 
undertaking to stand on his head an 
open his mouth. 

A succession of young humans shie 
potato crisps and toffee into it witl 
amazing accuracy of marksmanship. 

The whole of the Tower building 
seethed with children. They ate alarm 
ing quantities of ice cream and sweets 
and drank prodigiously of mineral waters 

But the ballroom was the big attrac 
tion. Over 3,000 youngsters were dan 
ing at the same time. And most of them 
never missed a dance. 

The boys, alas, were rather shy, and it 
needed some persuasion, and at times 
challenges, and even threats from the! 
girls to make some of the lads come on 


if 


to the floor and fulfil their duty, 


FOUR GLORIOUS HOURS 


Fortunately the shyness wore off as the 
night went on, but there were always a] 
number of the blasé seasoned men-about- 
town, aged 16 or thereabouts, who pre- 
ferred to loll about nonchalantly, and | 
occasionally take a surreptitious whiff of } 
a cigarette. 

There were four hours of glorious life f 
for these 5,000. Larry Brennan got his# 
orchestra to play just the kind of tunes 

at children like, and Mr. W. H.f 
Pridgeon, the M.C., who for years has 
controlled innumerable hosts of adult 
dancers without any anxiety, still smiled 
through the strain of keeping the 
juvenile traffic stream moving in th 
right direction. | 

The ball had been efficiently organis¢ 
by Mr. W. Pomiret (chairman of t 
Co-operative Education Committee), 

J. E. Wilson, J.P. (secretary), and Mi 
Fairclough, Mrs. Clayton and Mr. G. 
Oldham (members of committee). 
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would make the wen of women sigh 
with longing; complexions rivalling the 

ach bloom, and which have never 
known the chemist’s expert aid. 


uf 


j THEIR NIGHT 

| For it was a children’s ball, organised 
by the Education Committee of the 
Blackpool Co-operative Society, and_ as 
usual it was a tremendous success. Five 
thousand happy youngsters turned the 


Cleveleys Congratulations te 
Mr. W. Betney 


At the annual dinner and dance of the 
Thornton Cleveleys and Poulton bran 
mithe National Association of Locéz 

ment Officers, at the Regal Hotel 

| mbt, Coun. RO. Nickson, 


